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The research

ÅFunded by the British Academy (2021-
2024).

ÅQualitative, longitudinal narrative inquiry.

ÅEngland and Scotland.

ÅSemi-structured interviews at three 
points: final year of HE (phase 1); 6 
months after graduation (phase 2), then 
12 months after graduation (phase 3). 

ÅOnline diaries are being used to record 
interim experiences. 

Å23 participants.



²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ΨŎŀǊŜ-ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘΩΚ

Care-experienced(CE) people are those who 
have spent any time in care as children, 
including:

ÅFoster care or private foster care.
ÅA residential home.
ÅSecure care accommodation.
ÅΨ[ƻƻƪŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΩΦ
ÅLiving with friends/relatives in kinship care.

Care leavers are those who have spent 3 
months or more in care since the age of 14, 
and who are still in care at age 16.



Motivations to enter postgraduate 
study



Motivations for postgraduate 
study

ÅNecessary for career (e.g. PGCE to 
become a teacher, or a conversion 
degree).
ÅProviding more opportunities for career 
ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ όŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨǎǘǳŎƪΩύΦ
ÅSense of safety in education.
ÅInterest in area (in combination with 

altruism, social justice). 

Few participants planned to enter 
postgraduate study though, citing 
financial constraints, learning exhaustion, 
and regarding it as something they could 
return to in the future. 



Accessing and progressing through 
postgraduate study



What constrains access to, and 
progression through, PG study?

Å¦ƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ΨŎƭƛŦŦ ŜŘƎŜΩΦ

ÅAbsence of financial support.


